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OVERVIEW
The purpose of this section of the Pattern Book is to illustrate the intent
for residential landscapes in Yonkers. A high-quality, sustainable residential landscape is an integral part of a Yonkers home. These landscapes will
complement and soften the built environment and lend character to houses,
streets, and neighborhoods. Furthermore, residential landscapes can create
intimate outdoor rooms, reinforce entrances to houses, and help delineate
property boundaries.
Landscaping as outlined in this section of the Pattern Book and the Neighborhood Patterns section is required for new development. Yet the principles
and techniques can also serve as a resource for existing homeowners.
This section includes information regarding:

Rain chains collect water for re-use

» Sustainable landscapes
» Lot landscape patterns for individual lot types
» Slopes/grading on lot
» Public realm landscape elements
» Park types and requirements
» Landscape palettes

D ESIGN PRINCIPL ES FOR
R ESID ENT I A L L A NDSCA P ES

» Create intimate outdoor rooms.
» Reinforce entrances to homes
and enhance the pedestrian
experience from street to stoop.

» Reinforce property boundaries, delineating public and
private zones.

Yonkers residents who are interested in learning more about sustainable lot
practices and neighborhood greening, should refer to the following links for
additional information on available programs:

» www.groundworkhv.org
» www.nativeplantcenter.org
» http://www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org/documents/RGManual.pdf
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» Enhance the architectural styles
of the houses.

» Create sustainable landscapes by
utilizing native plants, collecting rainwater and greywater for
re-use, reducing the amount of
water-thirsty lawn in your yard,
and creating edible gardens.

SUSTA IN A BL E L A NDSCA PES : D ESIGNING W IT H ECOLOGY IN MIND

In order to seamlessly integrate stormwater and greywater management systems into the landscape, greenways will be preserved and developed into a
system of parks and trails. Onsite stormwater management will help transform water at the source from a potential nuisance (as polluted and erosive
runoff from gutters directly to wetlands and sewers) into a resource for the
environment and communities. In turn, it will beautify Yonkers lots and
neighborhoods, provide recreational amenities, and reduce the need for more
sewage lines and treatment plants. Properly utilizing native plantings, shade
trees, porous paving, rain barrels and cisterns, rain gardens and rain chains,
and onsite greywater management systems are a few of the ways, from simple
to complex, by which to help Yonkers be a sustainable community.
The following is a list of sustainable devices and techniques strongly encouraged for every Yonkers resident to use:

Rain barrel for collecting roof runoff in turn
used for irrigation

» Native plantings to reduce watering
» Increased yard planting in place of lawn to reduce maintenance
» Proper shade tree placement to reduce solar gain
» Pervious paving or the use of a driveway strip to enhance porosity
» Rain barrels, rain chains, and rain gardens to catch rain water for irrigation
» Greywater retention to recycle water

Rain gardens fed from roof runoff that aid in
the biofiltering of runoff

Planted verges collect rainwater

Artistic roofwater collection system

Rain water re-use diagram

Photo showing pervious paving to aid in percolation of runoff water
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LOT LANDSCAPE PATTERNS
The landscape patterns for individual lots presented on these pages illustrate
key elements and design strategies for private lots in Yonkers. Regardless of
the architectural style of the house, the landscape plantings will respect how
the house presents itself to the street in ways that are typical in the study area.
Plantings will be composed of simple patterns of lawn, hedges, and perennials, providing a rich layering of plantings typical of urban landscapes.
PL A NT ING ZONES A ND D ESIGN A PPROACH

Each lot in Yonkers should maintain a well-kept front yard landscape that
complements and enhances the streetscape while incorporating sustainable practices. Residents are encouraged to reduce the amount of lawn
throughout the lot and to consider lawn alternatives. Lawns should be
fertilized and watered minimally and mowed high (3 inches), leaving the
clippings to aid in fertilization.

Illustrative Detached Lot Landscape Diagram

Canopy trees and understory trees shall be placed so as to complement existing trees and the features of the house as well as to aid in energy conservation
through passive shading and to provide screening from winter winds. Simple
planting palettes that use massings of 2 or 3 varieties of native plants, planted
in drifts, are recommended.
Understory shrub plantings in the front yard should accent the main features
of the house, such as porches, walks, and windows. Larger, evergreen shrubs
can be used to frame the porch as it meets the main body of the house.
Smaller shrubs can border walks and steps. Building corners can be softened
with medium to large shrubs.
Ground covers can be used to unify planting beds across the front of the
house. Evergreen ground covers shall be placed on slopes greater than 2:1
and between the public sidewalks and fences or walls. Perennials and annual
flower beds should be integrated into all plantings to add color and variety.
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Illustrative Duplex Lot Landscape Diagram

All lots should be graded to maintain a 2% minimum slope away from the
house to proper drainage collection points, using rain gardens, bioswales,
channels, and other means to protect natural waterways. A minimum
24-inch wide gravel bed should be maintained at the foundation of the house
to aid in proper drainage.
GREEN WAYS & CONNEC T IONS

GOOD NEIGHBOR PR AC T IC ES

» Keep your front yard and sidewalk in front of your house free
of debris and limit clutter.

» Stone terrace walls with foundation planting at the walk
edge help to transition front
yard slopes as well as provide a
streetscape amenity.

An opportunity exists to connect greenspace between lots to create additional
public spaces. By capturing leftover space, shared community gardens and
play spaces can be created.

» Water street trees and tree pits

If just one lot in Yonkers adds a diversity of native plantings, this lot becomes
a new habitat for wildlife while providing interesting shapes, colors, and textures for the resident. If you multiply this by 12, then an entire block begins to
establish green corridors that allow for passive stormwater runoff control.

» Keep hedgerows tidy, not over-

in front of your house. Feel free
to add additional low-growing
native planting in these verges.
hanging walks or property lines.

These greenways require less water and fertilizer than lawn areas. Where
rear yard space is limited, especially on Duplex or Apartment Lots, these
green corridors may be reclaimed in the form of shared community gardens
or play space.

Community gardens in
shared greenway space

Play area/ lawn in
shared greenway space

Native planting in
shared greenway space

Green corridors may also be shared by residents in the form of shared play lawns or community gardens.
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Detached Lots
L A NDSCA PE REQUIREMENT S

Detached Lots shall meet the following landscape criteria:

» Walls, hedges, or fences shall be
a maximum of 36 inches high
(no chain link) with an 18-inch
planting strip between the
property line and the walk.

» Use rich paving materials on
walkways and sidewalks.

» On corner lots, extend a hedge
or fence along the side property
line from the main body of
the house to the garage or rear
property line.

» A minimum of 1 to 2 shade or
ornamental trees is required.

» 40% of the plant material
(based on area of yard) shall be
deciduous or evergreen shrubs
with the remainder a mix of
groundcovers and perennials.

» A 24-inch lawn or gravel strip
running the length of the driveway is highly recommended to
help reduce stormwater runoff
and reduce the heat island effect.

Hedgerow

Groundcover

Shade tree

Naturalized
planting

Perennials

Porous paving

Small shrubs
accent walk

Ornamental tree

Kitchen garden

Medium shrubs
accent entry
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Rain garden

Stone wall
with planting

Ornamental tree,
perennials and
small shrubs
Lawn/ gravel strip

No mow lawn
Rain garden

Duplex Lots
L A NDSCA PE REQUIREMENT S

Duplex Lots shall meet the following landscape criteria:

» Walls, hedges, or fences shall be
a maximum of 36 inches high
(no chain link) with an 18-inch
planting strip between the
property line and the walk.

» Use rich paving materials on
walkways and sidewalks.

» On corner lots, extend a hedge
or fence along the side property
line from the main body of
the house to the garage or rear
property line.

» A minimum of 1 to 2 shade or
ornamental trees is required.

» 40% of the plant material
(based on area of yard) shall be
deciduous or evergreen shrubs
with the remainder a mix of
groundcovers and perennials.

» Driveways should be of porous
pavers (ing) or of a high albedo
concrete with a 24-inch lawn or
gravel strip running the length
of the driveway (highly recommended).

Kitchen garden
Hedgerow
Naturalized
planting

No mow
lawn
Shade tree

Porous paving
Medium shrubs
accent entry

Stone wall with
planting strip
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Townhouse Lots
L A NDSCA PE REQUIREMENT S

Townhouse Lots shall meet the following landscape criteria:

» On corner lots, extend a hedge

» Walls, hedges, or fences shall be
a maximum of 36 inches high
(no chain link) with an 18-inch
planting strip between the
property line and the walk.

» A 24-inch lawn or gravel strip

or fence along the side property
line from the main body of
the house to the garage or rear
property line.

running the length of the driveway is highly recommended to
help reduce stormwater runoff and reduce the heat island
effect.

» A minimum of 1 to 2 shade or
ornamental trees is required.

» Porous paving or pavers are

» 40% of the plant material (based

» Use rich paving materials on
walkways and sidewalks.

Hedgerow

Ornamental tree

Naturalized
planting

Groundcover

on area of yard) shall be deciduous or evergreen shrubs with the
remainder a mix of groundcovers
and perennials.

encouraged at parking areas and
private zones.

Medium shrubs
accent entry

Porous paving in
private zone

Kitchen garden

Ornamental tree

Rain garden
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Rain garden

Apartment Buildings
L A NDSCA PE REQUIREMENT S

Apartment Buildings shall meet the
following landscape criteria:

» On corner lots, extend a hedge
or fence along the side property
line from the main body of
the house to the garage or rear
property line.

» Walls, hedges, or fences shall be
a maximum of 36 inches high
(no chain link) with an 18-inch
planting strip between the
property line and the walk.

» A minimum of 1 to 2 shade or
ornamental trees is required.

» 40% of the plant material (based

» Use rich paving materials on
walkways and sidewalks.

Porous paving

running the length of the driveway is highly recommended to
help reduce stormwater runoff and reduce the heat island
effect.

» Porous paving or pavers are
encouraged at parking areas.

on area of yard) shall be deciduous or evergreen shrubs with the
remainder a mix of groundcovers
and perennials.

Small shrubs and
perennials accent
entry

Rain garden

Rain garden
No mow lawn

» A 24-inch lawn or gravel strip

Ornamental tree

Porous paving in
parking area

119

SECTION E

LOT LA N D S C A P E GUIDELINES

Front Yard Terracing
Stone terrace walls are frequently used in Yonkers to aid in transitioning grade on
lots with steep slopes. Terrace walls at the front yard property line shall have an
18-inch minimum landscape strip at the walk edge and shall be no greater than
36 inches high. The grade behind the wall may continue to slope at a 3:1 ratio
and should be planted with groundcovers to help stabilize the slope. If necessary
an additional stone terrace wall may be introduced on a case by case basis.
The retaining wall construction includes a drain pipe sloped away from the
wall to an outlet located on the retained earth side of the wall. The pipe is set
into a gravel fill that is wrapped in filter fabric. No weeps holes are required
to drain to the sidewalk.

Photo showing Yonkers lot with front yard
terrace wall and planting strip

18" wide planting
strip at base of wall
Stone terrace wall,
36" max height
3:1 planted slope
behind wall

Stone terrace wall,
36" max height
18" wide planting
strip at base of wall

Section through front yard showing stone terrace wall with
a 3:1 planted slope behind and an 18-inch planting strip
between the wall and the sidewalk
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Section through front yard showing two stone terrace walls
transitioning grade to front of house. The wall at the sidewalk
level may not exceed 36 inches high.

Plant Palette
L A NDSCA PING W IT H NAT IV E PL A NT S
Photo by Klyn Nursery

Yonkers lot owners will be encouraged to plant with a palette consisting
mainly of native plants in order to enhance the existing landscape image and
to create sustainable landscapes.
W H AT A RE NAT IV E PL A NT S
Redbud flowers

Native plants are plants that have existed within the Yonkers region prior to
the arrival of European settlers. Thanks to their long-term development and
adaptation to the region, native plants have several advantages over introduced plants, including winter hardiness, pest resistance, and low maintenance needs. Most importantly, native plants are also noninvasive and pose
no threat to native plant communities if they escape cultivation.
SEL EC T ING NAT IV E PL A NT S

The fi rst step to creating a successful plant list is to identify the existing
conditions on your lot. Determine what level of soil moisture dominates your
lot. Is your soil dry, wet, or somewhere in between? Once the soil condition
is determined, the lot owner should consider the shade tolerance of the lot.
Does your lot receive full sun, partial sun, or full shade? Take time to determine the characteristics of your property and choose the appropriate plants
that will grow in your lot’s unique conditions. Native plants that are well
adapted to virtually all combinations of soil moisture, shade, and other site
conditions may be found at local nurseries.

Photo courtesy of Klyn Nursery

Flowering dogwood

The list on the following pages is composed of native plants suitable for most
areas within Yonkers.

Field of purple coneflowers

Red-osier dogwood

Photo courtesy of Klyn Nursery

Photo by Klyn Nursery

Photo courtesy of Klyn Nursery

Switch grass

Blue flag Iris at pond edge
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SCIENT IFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

SH A D E T R EES

Acer rubrum
Acer saccharinum
Carya ovata
Celtic Occidentailis
Gleditsia triacanthos
Gymnocladus dioicus
Liquidambar styraciflua
Liriodendron tulipifera
Nyssa sylvatica
Quercus alba
Quercus bicolor
Quercus phellos
Quercus rubra

Red Maple
Silver Maple
Shagbark Hickory
Common Hackberry
Honeylocust
Kentucky Coffeetree
Sweet Gum
Tulip Tree
Sourgum*
White Oak*
Swamp White Oak
Willow Oak
Northern Red Oak*
American Holly
White Pine
Eastern Hemlock

O RN A M EN TA L T R EES

Amelanchier canadensis
Betula nigra
Cercis canadensis
Cornus florida
Hamamelis virginiana
Sassafras albidum

Shadblow Serviceberry*
River Birch
Redbud
Flowering Dogwood
Common Witch Hazel
Sassafras

D EC IDUOUS SHRUB S

Aesculus parviflora
Aronia melanocarpa
Cornus sericea
Fothergilla gardenii
Ilex verticillata
Myrica pensylvanica
Potentilla fruiticosa
Rhododendron viscosum
Rosa palustris
Salix discolor
Sambucus canadensis
Spiraea latifolia
Viburnum lentago
Viburnum prunifolium

COMMON NAME

E V ERGR EEN SHRUB S

E V ERGR EEN T R EES

Ilex opaca
Pinus strobus
Tsuga canadensis

SCIENT IFIC NAME

Bottlebrush Buckeye
Black Chokeberry*
Red-osier Dogwood
Dwarf Witch Alder
Winterberry*
Bayberry*
Bush Cinquefoil
Swamp Azalea
Swamp Rose*
Pussy Willow
Elderberry
Meadowsweet
Nannyberry
Black-haw Viburnum

Ilex glabra
Juniperus horizontalis
Kalmia latifolia
Rhododendron maximum
Rhododendron catawbiense

Inkberry
Creeping Juniper
Mountain Laurel
Rosebay
Catawba Rhododendron

GR ASSES

Andropogon gerardii
Panicum virgatum
Schizachyrium scoparium
Sorghastrum nutans

Big Bluestem
Switchgrass*
Little Bluestem
Yellow Indian Grass

P ER ENNI A L S

Amsonia tabernaemontana
Aruncus dioicus
Asclepias incarnata
Asclepias tuberosa
Aster cordifolius
Aster divaricatus
Aster novi-angliae
Baptisia australis
Boltonia asteroides
Coreopsis tripteris
Coreopsis verticillata
Echinacea purpureum
Eupatorium coelestinum
Eupatorium fistulosum
Euphorbia corollata
Filipendula rubra
Helianthus microcephalus
Hibiscus moscheutos
Iris versicolor
Liatris Spicata
Monarda didyma
Monarda fistulosa
Phlox maculata
Phlox pilosa
Rudbeckia fulgida
Solidago caesia
Solidago sempervirens
Solidago speciosa
Vernonia noveboracensis

Blue Star
Goat’s Beard
Swamp Milkweed
Butterfly Weed
Blue Wood Aster
White Wood Aster
New England Aster
False Indigo*
Boltonia
Tall Tickseed
Threadleaf Tickseed
Purple Coneflower*
Hardy Ageratum
Joe Pye Weed
Flowering Spurge
Queen of the Prairie
Small-head Sunflower
Swamp Rose Mallow
Northern Bueflag
Blazing Star
Beebalm
Narrow-leaved Mint
Meadow Phlox
Prairie Phlox
Brown-eyed Susan*
Blue-Stemmed
Seaside Goldenrod
Showy Goldenrod
New York Ironweed

Note: * indicates plants that are extremely tolerant of road
salt and wind; where possible use plants that are edible and
bird or butterfly friendly.
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Rain Garden Landscape Palette
With regard to the typical lawn, a rain garden will not need as much care but
will still require some maintenance to ensure lasting success. Supplemental
watering is needed occasionally to help establish plants and during lasting
drought. Mulching can be used effectively to control weeds and conserve
water. More specific measures for ensuring a successful rain garden include:
In the first few months after planting a rain garden, weeding is
critical. After this time period, the maturing native plants should grow and
crowd the weeds out. Be wary of competing invasive plant species. Mulching
will help prohibit weed and invasive plants as well as loss of soil.
PRUNING: Stems and seed heads should be left for wildlife cover and food for

birds. Discolored plants should be cut back after new spring growth reaches
four to six inches in height. Spent flower heads should also be removed to
spur new growth.

Photo by Klyn Nursery

WEEDING:

Cinnamon Fern

One goal of rain gardens is to collect silt and sediment from
infiltrating stormwater. Sediment is a sign of success, but occasionally a flat
shovel may be required to remove the excess sediment.

Photo courtesy of Klyn Nursery

SEDIMENT:

Rain gardens do not require fertilization. The garden when
composed of native plant species, will sustain itself with the help provided
by organic material and nutrients in the original topsoil mix.

FERTILIZING:

The following list includes recommended plants for rain gardens:

SCIENT IFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

P ER ENNI A L S

Asclepias incarnata
Chelone glabra
Eupatorium maculatum
Lobelia cardinalis
Lobelia syphilitica
Vernonia noveboracensis
Athyrium fi lix-femina
Osmunda cinnamomea
Carex pendula
Carex stipata

Dwarf fothergilla flowers

SCIENT IFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

T R EES & SHRUB S

Swamp Milkweed
White Turtlehead
Joe-pye Weed
Cardinal Flower
Blue Lobelia
Common Ironweed
Lady Fern
Cinnamon Fern
Drooping Sedge
Tussock Sedge

Amelanchier laevis
Asimina triloba
Betula nigra
Cephalanthus occidentalis
Clethra alnifolia
Cornus amomum
Fothergilla gardenii
Ilex verticillata
Liquidambar styraciflua
Viburnum dentatum

Shadbush
Pawpaw
River Birch
Buttonbush
Sweet Pepperbush
Silky Dogwood
Dwarf Fothergilla
Winterberry Holly
Sweet Gum
Arrowwood
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getting started with your rain garden
SITE SELECTION: Your rain garden may be located near downspouts or drive-

ways and sidewalks. Find an area without ponding at least 10 feet from the
foundation of your house with a slope between 1% – 10%. Select a site that
is in full sun or partial shade, avoiding areas under large shade trees.
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG : Make yourself aware of underground service lines or

utilities. Remember to “Call before you dig!” 1-800-962-7962
SIZING YOUR RAIN GARDEN :
#sq.ft. of roof area that
will drain to the garden

X

Calculate the size of your rain garden.
soil factor
(listed below)

=

area of the garden

Soil factors: (Sand= .20) (Loam= .40) (Clay= .50)
Note that different parts of your roof may drain to different downspouts.
DIGGING AND PLANTING :

Dig out the area to the required depth and use
the excavated dirt to build up a berm at the lower end. The berm should be
compacted and planted with turf to slow erosion. The base of the rain garden
should be level.

PLANT SELECTION : Use native, hardy plants that like both wet and dry con-

ditions. Native plants absorb water more readily than turf and are easier to
maintain. Choose plants with varying heights, bloom times, textures, and
colors for added interest and appeal.
For detailed information on creating your own rain garden, visit the
following websites:

» www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org
» www.sustainability.uconn.edu
» www.wildonesniagara.org
» www.wpsnj.org
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BEFORE DIGGING
String between stakes
6"

Diagram showing existing lawn
prior to digging. Stringing a line
between an uphill and downhill
stake will enable you to determine
the proper depth.

10'

A F T ER D IGGING

Berm at low end
Original lawn level

6"

Diagram showing berm at downhill
side created with excavated dirt.
Compact berm and plant with turf
or groundcovers. The sides of the
rain garden should be gently sloped
and the base should be level.

10'

3:1 side slopes, typical
Max. level of ponded water
(approx. 6")
18" rain garden soil mix
Rain garden detail showing stone
bed in poor-draining soils

12" stone bed of clean, uniformly
graded course aggregate

Wrap gravel with
non-woven geotextile
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ILLUST R AT IONS

All illustrations by Urban Design Associates
All illustrations depict existing buildings in Yonkers, as follows:
Cover, 11: Ludlow Street, Yonkers (adjacent to Buena Vista neighborhood)
1, 69, 100: Buena Vista Avenue, Buena Vista neighborhood
Page 41, 92: Broadway Avenue, Ravine neighborhood
Page 67, 76: Ravine neighborhood
Page 84: Ashburton neighborhood
Page 109, 125: Elm Street, Nodine Hill neighborhood
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